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“As & kid, [ had books on Frank Liovd
Wright and built cities out of LEGOs. |
wanted to be an architect, Then in col-
lege | did this summer design program,
That's where | discovered that | had nei-
ther the talent, nor the temperament, to
be an architect,” Glenn recalls,

Fortunately Glenn had other talents
to draw upon. After earning a bachelor's
degree with honors In organizational
behavior from Brown Unlversity, and
receiving a scholar-
ship for the Career
Discovery Program
in Urban Planning at
the Harvard Graduate
Scheonl of Design, Glenn
jurnped into a career in
technology.

Adter graduate school, Glenn founded
and served as CEQ for Peoplelink, a lead-
ing provider of enterprise e<community
solutions to cllents that included Oracle,
GE, MTV, Paramount, Reuters and CBS.
He I3 alzo & foumding pariner of idealab!, a
buziness incubation firm that raksed more
than 31 billion in equity. The company
also founded or Invested in a number of
successful companies, including GoTa/
Orverture (OVERY, NetZero/United Online
(LINTLY, CitySearch {TMCS), Tickets.com
[TETS), eTovs and CarsDirect. Prior to
idealab!, Glenn worked for Walt Dianey
Imagineering as codlrector of the Yirtuwal
Reality Studlo,

After this string of high-powered suc-
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cesges, Glenn took time to benefit a few
caises, He worked for nearty two years with
the Wilsarmn Jetferson Clinton Foundation—
first managing the development of a $330
milllon program in Mozamblque that pro-
vides care and rreatment to more than
J50,000 people who are HIV positive, He
then managed the development of a child-
hood heaith Initiative with the American
Heart Association.

Glenn cofounded and serves on the
board of the Sustainable Bustness Council,
Kala Parker Dance Fund and the Hope
Street Groap, He is alzo a member of the
board of directors for LA Works and the
Brown University Entrepreneur Forum,

Yet design and construction still
remained a passion. For Instance, he found
time to cofound and serve an the board
of the Sustainabile Business Council. Then,
three years ago, he cleared his plate, I
he didn't have the talent to be an archi-
tect, he decided to go a different route. He
based his new business on a philossphy
pionesred by James W. Rouse, an author
and developer, who was one of the first to
popularize the notion of sustainability on
& commanity level,

“l learned about Jim Rouse n schoaol,
He developed real estate In an enlight-
ened way, successfully addressing urban
problems. [ realized that develapers, not
architects, controd what gets created in
the built environment. | concluded that
[ should become a developer ke Rouse
who could wed profit and purpose in my
work. After a career of mostly technology
start-ups, | felt it was time."

THE LAUNCH OF LIVINGHOMES

Glenn's new venture, called LivingHomes,
packs proven technology from a varkety of
disciplines into a single bullding system.

20 BUILDIMNG SYSTEMS

“I'm not sure where | got
the name from. It just
came to me Frankly, [ was
surprised that no one had
trademarked it.” he says.

Glenn put together a
team of senior executives
and advisors who bring a
wealth of experlence from |
the flelds of home building, |
green developoment, archi- |
tecture and technology, |
With their help, a vision
began to take shape. All
LivingHomes floor plans
are deslgned to achieve at
least a LEED for Homes Silver
accreditation,=

*“We are working with leading archi-
tects to create lines of homes that feature
madctern form and funchionality along with
an unprecedented level of healthy or sus-
tainable materials and energy systems.
Ray Kappe, FAlA—one of my favorite all
time architects—designed owr first line
of LivingHomes. The first we bullt, my
own home, was the first residence in the
natfon to recelve LEED Platinum and only
one of 20 Platimem buildings in the nation,
the highest level of certification from the
Linited States Green Building Council,”
Glenn says.

Glenn opted to use the modular ballding
system—and ModTech (Perris, CA) as his
manufacturer—tio reduce construction
cyicle time and increase quality. “5o far,
I've bsen really happy with them, Wea're

NOVEMBER | DECEMBER 2007



using high-volume,
factory production
to increase the qual
ity of our homes a8
we reduce their
cost, schedule and
construction waste
compared to those
that are similarly
constructed an slbe.
We're selling our
homes Lo awners
and home build-
ers with land, and
through communl-
ties we and other
groups are devel-
oplng.

“Our misgion is
o create homes
and communities that
inspire people; ioster
family and comemuniy
Interaction. and make medern life easiar,
healthler and more comioriable—all
in ways that complement and enhance
the municipalities and environments in
which we wark. We hope our products
will set a standard for the posithve Impact
they have on soll, water, energy and
health—and we're using the Leadership in
Environmental and Energy Design (LEED)
certification SYSLEM S0 WE Can measune
haow we're doing.”

T showecase the company's designs and
sustainahle philosophy, LivinoHomes hroke
ground on two developments near Joshua
Tree National Park, east of Los Angeles.
Big View Banch, about five miles north of
Highway 62, is surrounded by mountain
ranges and features endangered and pro-
tected desert lortoises, Big Rock Ranch,

sourth of Highway 62,
is vary close to the
park’s northern border
and has multiple one-
to two-acre lots. Two
different homes are
available for either
ranch, both designed
by Ray Kappe, and
both LEED for Homes
certified. Homes range
frem £1.2 to 1.4 mik
liow., depending on the
site the home buyers select.
Ulptions include a guest house
and a solar-heated swimming pool

"As the market increases lor green
hullding, vou will a2 the costs of these
materials and technologies come down,”
Glenn says.

TEAMING UP WITH WIRED MABRAZINE
Mever one bo think on a amall scale, Glenn
was looking lor & way to bring national
attention to LivingHomes, He found what
he was looking for when he teamed up
with WIRED magazine to create a demon-
stration home to abert buyers and builders
that they can effectively balance green
living with high technology and deslgn,
“WIRED covers the future—and the huture
of bullding is green,” says Glean, “Their
reputation for cutting-edge design and
great editorial on technrology and innova-
tion makes them the perfect partner to
demonstrate the balance of form, function
and gustalnability.”

Located |n Crestwood Hills,
an exclusive Los Angeles neigh-
borhood, the 4,057-5q.ft. WIRED
LivingHome home {5 designed to
attain at least a Gold rating from
the LEED for Homes program of
the United States Green Building
Council (USGBC), Consistent with
its focus on sustainable design,
LivingHomes and WIRED decon-
structed rather than demaolished
the property’s existing house,
reducing the amount of build-
ing materials sent to landfGil The
WIRED LivingHome will be open
b the public for tours, sustalnable
progeamming and charity-driven
events for three weeks this fall,

Working with The Heuse People, a

www buildizngeystams. com -

BY CHARLES BEVIER

nonprofit corporation dedicated o keeping
usable bullding materlals out of landfills,
interior materials were sent to the Hahbitat
for Hurnanity Store. The [raming was trans-
ported to Mexico, where 1t will be used for
how-income housing. A minimum of T3%
of all materials will be reused and repur-
poaed. After deconstruction, site work and
manufacturing commenced concurrently,
significantly reducing the amount of time
necessary to comphete the project. Using
Mod Tech's bailding system, the home was
st in one day in August

“LivingHomes ls the leader In green
building and they include & level of tech-
nology in their homes that balance the
environment, comfort, design and func-
tionality,” says Jay Lauf, publisher of
WIRED. Following the publlc tours in the
fall of H¥17, the home will be placed on
the market. For more inlormation, visit
LivingHomes net,

The presenting sponsor of the showcase
home is BMW CleanEnergy, a vehicle that
emits essentialby nothing but water vapor,
It is the first hydrogen-powered sedan for
everyday use. The car will shuttle vizitors
to and from the home, and be available
for test drives.

DEMONSTRATION HOME '8
ENERGY USE & FEATURES
The home is antlelpated to be 36% more
efficient than a conventional residence
of a similar size-—all at $300 per sq.0t.,
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include a 4kilowatt

P 0lar-power system, including
it o¥p-al Hblack SunPower solar

L ko 5O more power
anels. The home will

| WA forced hot alr radiant heating and
cooling system

B Recyeled glass bathroom countertops

B Ceramic tile in the master bathroom
by Heath

"--f'IMATE Green Home

B Low-maintenance, high-desim ecological
kitchen cabinetry by Valcweine

W An environmentally friendly washer/
dryer system that uses less water and
energy by Bosch

B Water-efficient fxdures by TOTO

BWindows and doors constructed
with recyeled glass and aluminum by
Flestwood LS54

B Reclaimed redwood by Pacific Heritage
Wood, which mills the materials from
old military barracks

Stand apart from the
rest with Premier SIPs:

Structural Insulated Panels
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M FEC-certified exterior siding

(W Tankless water heaters

W LED lights that consume |55 energy
than comeentional light bulbs

|l Carbon offsets for the first year of the
home's operation

INCORPORATING TECHMOLOGY

The home automation system provided
by Controd 4 will enable home theater con-
trol, smart lighting, temperature control
and security to all work together through
bath in-home and overtheweb remote
control technology. The first high-tech
feature visitors experience in the home is
the Panasonic BMET330 Iris Reader, which
uses blometric rls recognition technolody
to verify identity lor entry,

Several rooms featurs the innovative
high-design HF Touchsmart PC, which
includes a 10" touch screen and a wire-
less keyvboard and mouse. The home also
features Moxi Multi-room HD DME. This
high-definition digital media recorder is
the saziest, most intuitive way to find and
enjoy favorite TV programs, music, photos,
games and more on any TV. The game
room 1= suprernedy tricked out for the 21st-
century gamer with a range of gaming con-
andes, a sound syetem and special chairs
to heighten the experience. The media
rowom will serve as a home theater, featur-
ing designer speakers, surround sound
and a large flatscreen TV, The home also
Includes an array of Innovative personal
electronics, such as a wireless solar-pow-
ered weather statlon provided by Oregon
Scientlfie. =

MODERN DESIGN EMPHASIZED
Designed by Ray Kappe, FALA the founder
of the Southern California Institute of
Architecture, the home seamlessly inte-
grates into the hiliside—a key component
of green bullding. Framed moatly In glass,
this modern design blurs the line betwesn
indoor and outdoor living spaces. The
shape of the house offers unobstructed
views across the public spaces of the
home, from the fving room bo the kitchen,
creating an open and atry feel.

Glenn says he wanted to specifically
emphasize a modern design, because ity
efficiency is the most sustainable “We
won't do anything that doesn't meet our
environmental design goals. Dressing up =
home with extranecus details doesn't meet
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with our objectives. You won't see us, for
example, building colonials, Yictorians or
Mediterraneans, We want our designs to be
conskstent with form and function.®

O the demonstration home, the modem

deign features five bedrooms with diverse
living spaces. Rooms inclede a high-tech
hobby room or home oifice. a game room
and a kid's room. The home alao has a
state-of-the-art media room, four full bath-
rooms, & powder room and an expansive
outdoor living ares. Upon entry, visitors
are weleomed by a voluminous two-story
aapen atrivm. From the entrance, halbways
lead to the private living spaces on the firse
ficor. Public living spaces—Including the
llwving roorn, dining room and kitchens—are
llncated on the second floor, which is envel-
aped by a wraparound deck that offers
direct access to the garden from the living
room and kitchen,

The home sports high-end sustainahle
and modernist furnishings that demog-
strate the highest level of design, Branch
Home supplied accessories, such as kitch-
enware and bedding, mamufactured in the
most environmentally responsfble way

possible, Glenn says,

privia cities and counties have long
legendary for their resistance to
ng systems, thanks to each munici-
having its pwn particular Santa
t8 phonebook-alze 1t of bullding
e requirements to handle ssismic boads
| the fike. Many manufacturers that have
d shipping into Californiasay that get-
lpprmlil] there for a log, modular or
elized plan s no more dificult than
peding peace in the Middle East,
ﬂunmmﬂmumehmldmmmﬂ
% lar more complex and time consuming
than he originally envisioned, tode officlals
ere not specifically against a developer or
buflder using a bullding system. “Building

used to having to deal vith so many
prriment agencies, It takes much konger
ihﬁ anyttiing done. Projects tend to move
much slower. And in many cases, you don't
thanve as much intellectual property protec-
ithon as you doin other businesses. 8o that
was a bit of  culture shack.
“Depending on where you ere building,
fil can be hard Lo develop, You do have

to wade through & number
of agencies, particularly in
an area like Santa Monica,
There's the architectural
review board, planning
commission, the coastal
commissbon and on and on,
But I didn't Bnd that any of
these sgencies wers against
using a bullding system per
s, Much more of an issue
were some of the environ-
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Out MW ling ol conmaciors irtalld fadster because we
ot add the mail holes. The grid nailing ama allows
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Jouadls 3 wou only install the fastensrd you reed The Ml
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lor the Fachand-Buill Structures markel.
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concept of LivingHomes nationwide,
although the exact form of the busi-
ness ks still under development. *Our
intention is to work more and more
with builders and developers around
the country. We feel there's a fremen-
dous opportunity here, a hig market
for buyers wha want o build this way
but who don'l have an easy solution
available to them,” Glenm says.

“At the end of the day, we have fo
build a profitable business that s
scalable In a varfety of markets. We're
naot profitable yet, But we're well on
oir way. Although | spent a bunch of
years in the tech industry, | see myself
spending the next couple decades (n
real estate development. This is where
Iwanttobe" m

ARE ENERGY CO5T5
AFFECTING CONSUMER
BUYING HABITS?




