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V2WORLD IS THE TALK OF THE TOWN.
BUT TALK IS CHEAP

When Phoenix-based prefab designer v2world began
publicizing its space-efficient v2flat in the spring, all
the hype surrounding the boxy abodes foretold a
future as bright as the Valley is sizzling.

BY JOE WATSON

That was the buildup. But reality for v2world’s leading men, CEO Tim Russell and
designer Vine Saccento, hasn’t been as illustrious as those first press clippings
predicted. At least, not so far.

"It has been difficult, absolutely,” says Russell, who's been spending most of
his time lately devising proposals and putting a happy face on his and Saccento’s
obvious frustrations. “We realize, though, that it's very hard to get people behind
a concept, to see exactly what we see when we don't actually have the product
yet.”

A concept is really all that the v2flat is, at this point, more than six months
after the hype began. On paper, it's a slam-dunk. Simultaneously, the flat is pre-
fabricated — its 450- to 720-square-foot shells assembled almost entirely offsite
— and yet site-specific, meaning a v2 client can stack as many v2 boxes in as
many different shapes and sizes as they want. A developer could have an all-
residential complex of v2flats, or a mixed-use project in a matter of weeks.

Since the bulk of the construction takes place offsite, installing a flat is minimally
invasive to its surrounding environment. And, it's economically practical, as well,
with the price tag of a basic shell at around $125,000 — not including the price
of the land on which it sits.
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"It’s a cash cow whether I want it to be or not,” says Saccen
who conceptualized the v2 for the “average person,” who he
says wants a smaller living space that maximizes efficien ¥
these days. “It's a $1 billion industry, I've been told over and
over. It just takes time.”

To date, Saccento and Russell have done a commendable job
of maintaining a steady buzz about the project. But beyond :
renderings and computer-generated prototypes, no one has had
the chance to see how livable the v2flat actually is.

That should change within the next few months, after
Saccento breaks ground on a three-story unit in central Phoenix
he says will serve as v2’s flagship design. But he’s disappointed
the concept hasn’t taken off faster.

"The thing I'm most discouraged by is people’s lack of vision,’
he says. "We should be doing the housing for ASU Downtown.
We should be working more with the City of Phoenix. I have no
idea why we’re not.”
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THE COOLEST READY-MADE HOMES FROM AROUND THE GLOB!

LIVINGHOMES | USA
~ SoCal artsy-types have embraced th

% and functionality of these solar-powered, rocf

top garden palaces,
www.livinghomes,us

| LOFTCUBE | GERMANY
Coming soon to concrete near you: a

| pean concept for rooftop living in pric ;
areas. Make sure yours comes with Juxu
favorite amenity, the hot tub.
www.lcftcube.net

MICRO COMPACT HOME | UK

< A foundation made of timber and alumin
crafted paneling make these spacious box
ideal for business travelers or as an alte
tive to dorm living.
www, microcompacthome.com

_ SPACEBOX | GERMANY
Studio apartments constructed from cc
stackable blocks? Na, not Legos, but as
{ cient, leaving room for-as many as two !
and baths ar anything you can piece
www.spacabox.info

KITHAUS | USa

Upgrade these elevated designs with a pr
room for guests, a fashionable home o
arn artistic studio,

www. kithaus.com

— JOEL LYON




